
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



GENERAL NOTES 



Napier Tercentenary Celebration: — John Napier's Loga- 
rithmorum Canonis Mirffici Descriptio was published in 1614; 
and it is proposed to celebrate the tercentenary of this great 
event in the history of mathematics by a Congress, to be held 
in Edinburgh on July 24-27, 1914. The celebration will be 
held under the auspices of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
with the co-operation of numerous other societies. A general 
invitation has been issued by the committee in charge to all 
mathematicians and others interested. On two days of the 
meeting the historical and present practice of computation 
and other developments closely connected with Napier's dis- 
coveries and inventions will be discussed. 



Dr. Stroobant, of the Royal Observatory at Uccle, Belgium, 
with a number of his associates, proposes to issue soon a new 
edition of Les Observatoires astronofniques et les astrono-mes, 
which appeared in 1907. This valuable book of reference has 
become a sort of astronomical "Who's Who," and the new 
edition will be welcomed by astronomers and libraries. The 
committee in charge desires, as in the first edition, to include 
the names and addresses of professors of astronomy and ama- 
teurs who, though not attached to any observatory, are engaged 
in astronomical work. 



Dr. H. F. Baker, Fellow of St. John's College and Cayley 
lecturer in mathematics, has been elected Lowndean professor 
of astronomy and geometry in the University of Cambridge in 
succession to the late Sir Robert Ball. 



The New Telescope for the Chabot Observatory. — The new 
telescope of twenty inches aperture for the Chabot Observatory 
is now in actual progress of building. 

After the necessary legal advertising for bids, the offer of 
the Warner & Swasey Company was accepted and the tele- 
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scope ordered. The optical parts are to be furnished by 
Brashear. The objective is to be of Jena glass, with a focal 
length of twenty-eight feet, two finders, of 4^2 and 3 inches, 
micrometer, sidereal dial, quick-motion in right ascension, 
coarse and fine graduation of circles, driving clock wound by 
electric motor, full electric illumination of circles, etc. 

The disks for the objective have already been prdered, and 
the Warner & Swasey Company are at work on the mount- 
ing, which the company will exhibit at the Panama-Pacific 
Exposition. It is expected that the objective will be furnished 
before the Exposition closes, when the telescope will be taken to 
Oakland and installed in the new observatory, which will be 
built the coming autumn, on a site several miles from the 
business part of the city, where the present observatory is 
located. — From the March Popular Astronomy. 



So far as present reports indicate, the eclipse track for the 
total solar eclipse of August 20th-2ist next will be adequately 
covered at its different parts by a number of expeditions. Pul- 
kova will establish three stations, one on an island in the Baltic, 
one at Kanev southeast of Kiev, and one at Feodosia in the 
Crimea. An expedition, under the auspices of the Joint Per- 
manent Eclipse Committee of the Royal and the Royal Astro- 
nomical Societies, will be located at or near Kiev, the observers 
being Professor Fowler, Mr. W. E. Curtis, and Father 
Cortie, with Major Hills and Father O'Connor as volunteer 
observers. The Greenwich observers, Mr. Jones and Mr. 
Davidson, will be stationed at Minsk. A party from the Solar 
Physics Observatory, consisting of Professor Newall, Mr. 
Stratton, and Mr. Butler, will be located near Feodosia, 
near which spot will also be the camp of the expedition of the 
Cordoba Observatory under Dr. Perrine. There will prob- 
ably be a number of observers in Sweden and others near Riga. 
The Lick Observatory Crocker eclipse expedition, under Dr. 
Campbell, with Dr. H. D. Curtis as associate, will prob- 
ably be located near the small town of Brovary about ten 
miles, north east of Kiev, as near as possible to the central 
line. Dr. Campbell will be accompanied by his family. The 
city of Hamburg is fitting out an expedition to be located at 
some point in Russia. An expedition headed by Professor 
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Miethe of the Technological Institute of Charlottenburg will 
go to the island of Alsten on the Norwegian coast, where the 
path of totality first touches the European continent. 



Excellent progress is being made in the preliminary work of 
the establishment of the Cawthron Observatory in New Zealand 
for work in solar physics and allied problems. Professor 
Evershed, of the observatory at Kodaikanal, has spent several 
months in New Zealand in consultation with the donor, Mr. 
Cawthron, as to the aims and equipment of the new observa- 
tory, and in investigating the various sites available. A site 
has not yet been definitely selected, but it will be at some eleva- 
tion in the vicinity of Nelson. The need of such an observa- 
tory in the southern hemisphere has long been recognized, 
and the new Cawthron Observatory will fill a definite and use- 
ful field. 



Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, held in 
Room 2 of the Students' Observatory, Berke- 
ley, on March 28, 1914, at 7:30 p. m. 
There were present President Crawford and Directors Townley, 

BURCKHALTER, CORNISH, BAIRD, and RlCHARDSON. 

The name of Mr. Ludwig Schwiers, Jr., was submitted for member- 
ship. Unanimously elected. 

The Secretary read a letter from Professor Wm. T. Foster, President of 
Reed College, Portland, Oregon, inviting members of the Astronomical 
Society of the Pacific to be the guests of Reed College at a dinner in 
Portland on the evening of May 20th, which entertainment was to be given 
in connection with the meeting of the Pacific Association of Scientific 
Societies in Seattle on May 21st. It was decided that no formal delega- 
tion would represent the Astronomical Society of the Pacific on that 
occasion, but a vote of thanks was extended to Professor Foster and 
the Faculty of Reed College for their courteous invitation. 

The matter of inserting advertisements in the Publications of the So- 
ciety came up for consideration and it was the opinion of those present 
that something might be done in that line to augment the revenues of 
the Society. The Secretary was instructed to look into the matter and 
ascertain if such action would impair in any way the right of our 
Publication to second-class postal rates. 



